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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 20.2004

§ 20.2001 General requirements. 
(a) A licensee shall dispose of li-

censed material only— 
(1) By transfer to an authorized re-

cipient as provided in § 20.2006 or in the 
regulations in parts 30, 40, 60, 61, 63, 70, 
and 72 of this chapter; 

(2) By decay in storage; or 
(3) By release in effluents within the 

limits in § 20.1301; or 
(4) As authorized under §§ 20.2002, 

20.2003, 20.2004, or § 20.2005. 
(b) A person must be specifically li-

censed to receive waste containing li-
censed material from other persons for: 

(1) Treatment prior to disposal; or 
(2) Treatment or disposal by inciner-

ation; or 
(3) Decay in storage; or 
(4) Disposal at a land disposal facility 

licensed under part 61 of this chapter; 
or 

(5) Disposal at a geologic repository 
under part 60 or part 63 of this chapter. 

[56 FR 23403, May 21, 1991, as amended at 66 
FR 55789, Nov. 2, 2001]

§ 20.2002 Method for obtaining ap-
proval of proposed disposal proce-
dures. 

A licensee or applicant for a license 
may apply to the Commission for ap-
proval of proposed procedures, not oth-
erwise authorized in the regulations in 
this chapter, to dispose of licensed ma-
terial generated in the licensee’s ac-
tivities. Each application shall include: 

(a) A description of the waste con-
taining licensed material to be dis-
posed of, including the physical and 
chemical properties important to risk 
evaluation, and the proposed manner 
and conditions of waste disposal; and 

(b) An analysis and evaluation of per-
tinent information on the nature of the 
environment; and 

(c) The nature and location of other 
potentially affected licensed and unli-
censed facilities; and 

(d) Analyses and procedures to ensure 
that doses are maintained ALARA and 
within the dose limits in this part.

§ 20.2003 Disposal by release into sani-
tary sewerage. 

(a) A licensee may discharge licensed 
material into sanitary sewerage if each 
of the following conditions is satisfied: 

(1) The material is readily soluble (or 
is readily dispersible biological mate-
rial) in water; and 

(2) The quantity of licensed or other 
radioactive material that the licensee 
releases into the sewer in 1 month di-
vided by the average monthly volume 
of water released into the sewer by the 
licensee does not exceed the concentra-
tion listed in table 3 of appendix B to 
part 20; and 

(3) If more than one radionuclide is 
released, the following conditions must 
also be satisfied: 

(i) The licensee shall determine the 
fraction of the limit in table 3 of ap-
pendix B to part 20 represented by dis-
charges into sanitary sewerage by di-
viding the actual monthly average con-
centration of each radionuclide re-
leased by the licensee into the sewer by 
the concentration of that radionuclide 
listed in table 3 of appendix B to part 
20; and 

(ii) The sum of the fractions for each 
radionuclide required by paragraph 
(a)(3)(i) of this section does not exceed 
unity; and 

(4) The total quantity of licensed and 
other radioactive material that the li-
censee releases into the sanitary sewer-
age system in a year does not exceed 5 
curies (185 GBq) of hydrogen-3, 1 curie 
(37 GBq) of carbon-14, and 1 curie (37 
GBq) of all other radioactive materials 
combined. 

(b) Excreta from individuals under-
going medical diagnosis or therapy 
with radioactive material are not sub-
ject to the limitations contained in 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

[56 FR 23403, May 21, 1991, as amended at 60 
FR 20185, Apr. 25, 1995]

§ 20.2004 Treatment or disposal by in-
cineration. 

(a) A licensee may treat or dispose of 
licensed material by incineration only: 

(1) As authorized by paragraph (b) of 
this section; or 

(2) If the material is in a form and 
concentration specified in § 20.2005; or 

(3) As specifically approved by the 
Commission pursuant to § 20.2002. 

(b)(1) Waste oils (petroleum derived 
or synthetic oils used principally as lu-
bricants, coolants, hydraulic or insu-
lating fluids, or metalworking oils) 
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